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Ex FrontPoint Asia team relaunching catalyst-
driven strategy under Kingsmead banner
John Foo, former portfolio man-
ager at the FrontPoint Asia event 
driven fund and a well-known 
name in the Asian hedge fund 
space, is relaunching the strategy 
as the Kingsmead Asian Alpha 
Opportunities Fund. 

He is joined in the new venture 
by his former FrontPoint team on 
the operations side and the Singa-
pore-based firm will be called 
Kingsmead Asset Management. 
The office will go live 1 January 
2012 while the fund is expected 
to start trading on 1 March. 

Foo comes with a solid pedi-
gree, having previously headed 
Indus Capital’s Asia office in Sin-

gapore, where he spent three 
years leading Asia research for 
the firm’s near $1 billion event 
driven fund. He is understood to 
have been managing over $200 
million in assets at the FrontPoint 
Asia fund, but decided to return 
capital to the investors, follow-
ing the closure of the Asia busi-
ness this summer by the 
FrontPoint Partners that was hit 
by an insider trading scandal in 
the US. 

The new fund will follow a cata-
lyst-driven, value-focused, liquid 
equity strategy, capitalising on 
value and events. Foo intends to 
combine a Warren Buffett-style, 

longer-term, value-investing ele-
ment (with a one- to three-year 
investment view) along with 
hedging skills to protect capital 
during a downturn. 

The timing of the fund could 
not be better, says Foo. “There are 
attractive opportunities today in 
the value and event space, and yet 
there are very few high-quality 
Asia funds with a five-year track 
record that we have.” 

The fund will be long-biased. 
“Asia is a great story and in order 
to capture it appropriately, you 
have to be long-biased and deliver 
both beta and alpha in a good 
macro climate – something most 

institutional investors are looking 
for today,” adds Foo. “When the 
macro climate turns negative, we 
limit risk, protect the downside 
and deliver alpha through hedg-
ing skills.”

Three colleagues that formed 
FrontPoint’s Singapore mid- and 
back-office team will join the 
firm. Hubert Yong will be the 
COO, CY Tan will head operations 
and May Chan will manage ad-
ministration. “These are essential-
ly ex-Morgan Stanley executives 
and bring a high degree of credi-
bility and institutionalisation to 
our new platform,” adds Foo. 
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